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The Chara&ter and Bleffedne/s of a 
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SERMON 


BROOKFIELD, 


October 19, 1779, at the Funerat of 
THE HONORABLE 


YEDEDIAH FOSTER, 


ESQUIRE, : 
ONE OF THE JUSTICES OF THE 3 
SUPERIOR COURT 
In the State of MassacHusETTS ; 


Who died October 17, 1779, AEtat. 53. 


By WATHAN FISKE, A.M. 


- Paftor of the Third Cuurcu in BRooxrretp. 


His Lorp saiD unro HIM, WELL DONe THOU 
| GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANT? Tuov HAST BEEN 
PAITHFUL OVER A FEW TuinGs, WILL MAKE THEE 
RuLeR OVER MANY T'HinGs: Enter THOU INTO 
tHE Joy or tuy Lorp. MATTHEW 25. 21. 
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LUKE xm 43. 
Bleffed ts that Servant, whom his Lord when he 
cometh, foalt Sind jo doing. ps 


oy UR divine Matter, ‘who darnettle de- 
re) = fired and endeavored the Inftrudtion, 
Costa? SanGtification ‘and Salvation of Man- 
kind, had juftbeen giving fome impor- 
tant Counfel and Advice to the People that at- 
tended’ Him, pi ag their Preparation for the 
coming of the Son of Man. Having endea- 
vored to detach their Minds and Purfuits from 
the Earth and its Enjoyments, He exhorts 
them, v. 31, “ to feek rather the Kingdom 
of God,”  affuring them that “ all thefe 
Things,” i.e. all the  Neceflaries of “Life, 
*¢ fhall be added unto them.” And to quicken 
their Diligence in accomplifhing the ‘Work 
affigned them, fo as to meet their Lord ‘with 
Decency, Compofure ‘and Delight, He adds 
this Advice in the 36th 'v. * Let your Loins 
be girded about and your Lights burning.” 
This refers to the Cuftom which then obtained, 
for Servants to fit up for their Matters, when 


neceffarily abfent till late in the Night, _ to 
the 
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the Vigilance and active Pofture with which 
they waited for them. They had seir Loins 
girded about, that fo the long Garments which 
they-wore, need not entangle nor-retard them ; 
and their Lights burning, that no Hindrance or 
Inconvenience might arife ; that fo when their 
Lords arrived, they fhould not have fo much as 
to ftrike a Light, or even to tuck up their 
Clothes, but immediately to wait upon them.* 
In this Senfe it is explained in the following 
Words; “ And ye yourfelves like unto Men 
that ‘waitfor their Lord, when he will return 
from the Wedding ;_ that when he cometh and 
knocketh, they may open unto him immedi- 
ately,” ‘This Parable is continued, the better and 
more forcibly ‘to‘recommend Watchfulnefs and 
Diligence in the Chriftian Life, and to fetforth, 
in.amore ftriking Light, the Felicity of thofe _ 
who,are found thus.employed ;, “ Bleffed are 
thofe Servants, whom the Lord when he cometh 
fhall find watching, &c.” After making ufe 
of another Similitude, by way of Illuftration 
and Inforcement, our Lord: concludes the 
Whole with this,important Exhortation, “ Be 
ye therefore ready-alfo; for.the Son of Man 
coimeth, at-an*Hour when ye. think not,”—-—- 
Peter not beimg ‘cgrtain whether this Parable 
and the Inftruétiog® couched therein, had. any _ 
further Reference.than to his Fellow-Difciples, 
afks this Queftion, ‘ Lord, ‘{peakeft thou this 
Parable unto .us,-or even to all?” This led 
our Saviour further to recommend, and inculcate 
on, his Hearers,’ Fidelity in the Service, and 
Watchfulneis.forthe coming, of their Lordand 

hag -sijy Matter. .., 
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Mafter. ‘ Who then is that faithful and wife 
Steward, whom his Lord fhall make Ruler over 
his Houfhold, to give them their Portion of 
Meat in due Seafon? Bleffed. is that Servant, 
whom his Lord when he cometh, fhall find fo 
doing.” Thefe Words, though mott frequently 
applied to the Minifters of the Gofpel, are 
alfo applicable to Magiftrates and all other 
Denominations of Men, every one of which _ 
has a certain Sphere of Duty’ affigned him, 
which he is diligently and faithfully to dif- 
charge, being actuated by a Concern to approve 
himfelf to his Mafter, to benefit his Fellow-Ser- 
vants, and to be found of his Judge in Peace. 
Whoever is appointed to any Office or Truftin 
the great Family of God (and’there is no Per- 
fon that is’ not appointed to fome) is under 
Obligation to Diligence and Fidelity ; and this 
is his higheft Wifdom, Honor and Happinets ; 
for if he continue * fo doing” till his Lord’s 
Arrival, he fhall be “bleffed,” and receive an 
ample Reward. 


I thall confider the following Things, as com- 
prehending the Sum of the Inftruction contained 
in the Text, taken in Conne@tion with the Rett 
of Chrift’s Difcourfe. :. 


- 


I, That all Mankind are the Servants of God, 


Il. They are bound to be faithful in the Dif. 
charge of the feveral Duties affigned them. 


II. The Lord Jefus Chrift will come to take an 
Account of his Servants. 


IV. 
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IV. Thefe Servants fhall be pronounced blef- 

- fed, and made forever happy, who hall be 

found diligently and faithfully employed, 
when their Lord arrives. 


I. All Mankind are the Servants of God. 


As God is the firft Caufe, and the laft End 
of all Things; as every Thing that has Exiit- 
ence was made by him and for him, all Crea- 
tures may be confidered as his Servants. The 
whole Univerfe is the Houfhold of God: He 
‘fits at the Head of the Family—appoints unto 
every Creature its Rank and Bufinefs ;—to 
fome a higher, and to others a lower Office, 
and requires them all to ferve him. The Pfal- 
mift {peaking of the Earth and its Appurte- 
nances, fays, ‘¢ They continue this Day ac- 
cording to thine Ordinances ; for all are thy 
Servants.”* The human Race are~ the Crea- 
tures of his Hand, the Subjects of his Govern- 
ment, and Servants in his Family. He is the 
Former of our Bodies, and the Father of our 
Spirits, and furnifhed us with all thofe Powers 
which render us capable of ferving him, and of 
enjoying Happinefs ourfelves, or communicat- 
ing it to others. He upholds our Soulsin Life, 
and gives us Scope and Opportunity for the 
Exercife and Improvement of our various Fa- 
culties. So that God hath a more abfolute 
Right to us, than the Potter hath to the Clay,’ 
which he hath purchafed with his Money, fa- 
Sioned by his Skill, and preferved by his Care. 

o earthly Prince, no Parent, no Matter, hath 

fuch 
© Pfalm 119, 9t- 
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fuch an.indifputable Claim to the Obedience of 
his Subject, ‘his. 4 ii d, or his Slave, . as. God. 
hath to ours.’ Qur.whole Time, from our firft 
commencing moral A 


Agents, till God difmiffes 
us from-our | Poft—every Talent, and all the 
various Ufes and Improvements we can;make. 
thereof, ought to be dedicated to that Being 
from whom we received them, whofe we are, 
and whom we ought to ferve.” . And God has 
a Right to us, not only.as we are his Creatures, 
but as we are his preferved—his redeemed—his 
infinitely obliged—and the moft of us, his de- 
dicated Creatures : We are his purchafed Pof- 
fellion. Since then we are the Lord’s, by Ties 
fo various and ftrong, it is our indifpenfable 
Duty to acknowledge and demean ourfelves as 


fuch. , aa Seseeeage =) 


_ But though we are all the Servants of God, 
we have.not all the fame Capacity, nor Station, 
nor Employment in his Houfhold. Nothing 
is more obvious than the Diverfities of Gifts, 
Situations, Occupations, and Circumftances of 
Mankind. Some are Stewards and. Overfeers 
in God’s Family, and are appointed to direct, 


and give Orders to fubordinate Servants. Some. 


are exalted to Places of Truft and Authority in 


Church or State; while. others -revolve..in a 


lower Sphere, and. have only to execute the 
Commands of their Superiors. 


\ 


‘And.as the external. Situations and Circum- . 


ftances of Men are various, fo are their intel- 

lectual Powers and Advantages. Some are 

endowed with a fuperior Genius, Underftanding, 
B Memary, 


ae: 
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emory;>Judement; or. Knowledge ;° while 
others have: only <that? which-is«conamon, -and 
others'fc “that. “ Some,;by their natural. 
and acquiredEndowments,: are fitted for Coun- 
fel ‘ahd Legiflation ; others for Execution : 
Some'to fit in'Judement.;:and others to-plead.ar 


the Bar: Some for the Propagation and De~ 


fence of the Golpel : Some to lead, and-others 
to compofe Armies : And fome only. for the 


- common-Employments of Life; where indeed, 


by Honefty and Induftry, they may_be greatly 
ufefuls' and anfwer the Demands of their great 
Mafter.—All this. Variety and. Gradation in 
the feveral: Ranks and Capacities of Men, is not: 
the Effect of undefigning Chance ;. but the Re- 
fult of infinite Wifdom and. Goodne(s, for the 
Advantage, Security and Perfeétion of Societies 
fimall and great ; and of Mankind in general. 
One-Man ts not, in any Refpect, exalted above 
his Brethren, by mere Accident ; but according 
to the Appointment of him, who ts ‘ wonderful: 
iP Cai and. exceHent in working.” » For 
“Promotion cometh neither from :the Eaft, 
nor fromthe Weft, nor from the South: But 
God is the Judge : He‘putteth down one, and! 
fettéth up another.”*. A ‘Being of infinite 
Knowledge“and Wifdom, as’ well as of Good~ 
nefs and‘Power, ‘fits‘at the ‘Head of the Uni- 
verfe, and holds the Reins’ of univerfal Go-: 
vernment in his Hands» “ ‘His Kingdom ruleth 
over all: And ’tis he that conduéteth the 
Affairs ‘of this World, though: by *fubordinare 
Agents of various Turns, Tempers; Offices and. 
Abilities) <“.The Kingdom is the Lord’s; ‘and. 
Pues Seraeasli rls Bi najieh } Pritt: f We 3% 
“* Palm cr, 6, 7. 
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ent, 
and 
of Societies. ‘The Poffeffion of Talents, and of 
Taleénts.differing in Number and Value from 
thofe poffefied by! others, is from Him whe 
made us what we are: And He that made us 
what wé are, made us for fome wife Purpofe— 
for carrying'on fome-Part of the. Bufinefs .of 
God’s Family, that the Good. of the Whole 
may be the:-better promoted, He who gave us 
our Talents and Rank in. his Houthold, gave.us 
alfo thefe Commands, “Occupy till ay 
be “ not-flothful in Bufinefs but fervent in.Spi- 
rit ferving the Lord.” “Which brings me to 
the next Obfervation, viz... bytes sinh 


ll. The Servants of God are bound to be 

faithful in the Difcharge of the feveral Duties 

affigned them. ~ San Ser ain eet 

Diligence and Fidelity are juftly required of 
all Servants; efpecially of thofe who are under 
the ftrongeft Engagements to their Mafter in 
Heaven. _ “ A/Son honoreth his Father, and 2 
Servant his Mafter: if then I be a Father, 
where is mine Honor? And. if I be a.Matter, 
where is my Fear? Saith the Lord of Hofts.”* 
Be we high or low, learned orignorant, Rulers 
or Subjects, Mafters or Servants, Parents or 


Children, in the Church or in the State, there 
yy? is 


Faas & Ss 
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is fome Duty incumbent on us in that Situation, 
which we are faithfully to perform—fomething 


for us to do in the Service of God and our Gene- 


ration. And what this-Duty. and Service is, 
‘may be learned from-our Talents, Connections 
and Sphere of Action. To fill up our Places 
and Stations, and difcharge faithfully: the 
Duties arifing out of them, according to our 
Abilities, is required of all. And in Pro- 
portion to our Abilities, Endowments, and 
Opportunities, are God’s and the Public’s Ex- 
tec iid Demands from us. :The more 
Talents—the greater Powers—the higher Office, 
any are intrufted with, the greater are their Obli- 
gations ; and of courfe the greater their Guilt if 
they abufe and mifimprove them. Negligence, 
Unfaithfulnefs, and Sloth, :in any Members of 
Society,’ efpecially in the more important Ones, 
is injurious to the complicated. Houfhold, and 
greatly difpleafing to the Supreme Head. This 
is what our Saviour declares in the Sequel of 
this “Difcourfe: “ And that Servant. which 
knew his Lord’s Will, and prepared not him- 
felf, neither did according to his Will, fhall be 
beaten with many Stripes. But he that knew 
not, and did commit Things worthy of Stripes, 
fhall- be beaten with few Stripes... For unto 
whomfoever much is given, of him fhall much 
be required: And to whom Men have com- 
mitted'much, of him they will afk the more.” — 
if we are placed:in any public Station either in 
Church or State, the Duties of that Station are 
to be faithfully difcharged : The’ divine Being, 
by placing us in that Sphere of Action, has put 


‘ -a Price into our Hands to promote the general 


Good 3 
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Good; and we fhould have a Heart to it, and 
diligently improve it. And if we are only ina 
private Capacity, we are fo to demean ourfelves 
in the Relations in which we ftand, as the Nature 
of thofe Relations requires. As Subjeéts, we 
are confcientioufly to obey the juft and contfti- 
tutional Laws of the Land; pay due Honor 
and Submiffion to thofe that are in Authority, 
and promote, as much as we can, the Peace and 
Intereft of Society, both civil and ecclefiaftical. 
As Mafters of Families, we muft take care of 
thofe committed to our Charge, endeavoring to 
make them comfortable and ufeful in this World, 
and happy in thenext. As Husbands and Wives, 
we are to be ftedfaft in the marriage Covenant, 
and difcharge with Fidelity the feveral conjugal 
Duties. As Friends, and Neighbours and pri- 
vate Chriftians, we fhould be courteous and 
obliging, and full of Benevolence to all about 
us, contributing all in our Power to render the 
Lives of others more eafy and comfortable, 
more virtuous and examplary. A contrary 
Temper and Behaviour to this muft be highly 
difpleafing to the Parent and Mafter of the 
Univerfe, who delights to fee his Children and 
Servants united, benevolent and happy. This 
appears from what our Lord [ays a Verfe or two 
after our Text : “ But and if that Servant fay 
in his Heart, my Lord delayeth his coming ; 
and fhall begin to beat the Men Servants and 
the Maidens, and to eat and drink and to be 
drunken: The Lord of that Servant will come 
in a Daywhen he looketh not for him, and at an 
Hour when he is not ware, and will cut him in 
funder, and will appoint him his Portion with 
the Unpbelievers,” But 
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© But in Order to be faithful in the Difcharge 
of the Duties we owe to our Fellow-Servants; 
we muft aét from Principles of Piety; from 
Love to God and Regard to his Will.. And 
this Jeads me to {peak of Fidelity to our Mafter 
in thofe Duties which we owe more imme- 
diately to him. We muft acknowledge and 
glorify God as our Creator, Preferver, Re- 
deemer and Benefactor :—Venerate and adore 
his fuper-eminent Attributes ;—ftand in Awe of 
his Power and Majefty ;—revere his Juftice, 
‘€onfide in his Veracity and Faithfulnefs, admire 
and imitate his Mercy and Goodnefs, and al- 
ways act under an influential Senfe of his Omni-. 
efence and Omnifcience.——Moreover, if 
e.would faithfully difcharge all the Duties 
incumbent on us as the Servants of God, we 
mutt believe in the Lord Jefus Chrift; ac- 
knowledging him to be the only begotten Son 
éf God; the only Way, the Truth and the 
Life, through whom alone we can have Accefs 
to the Father in Prayer, or find Admiffion into 
his Prefence hereafter. We muft learn from 
his Inftructions and Example, confide in his 
Merits, and-fubmit to his Government. Being 
bought with a Price, even with his moft pre- 
cious Blood, we mutt glorify him in our Bodies, 
and in our Spirits which are +his.—Our thus 
living in all good Confcience towards God will 
be the proper Ground and Motive of our living 
in all gd0d Confcience towards Men. From 
the Principles of Love to God and Faith in 
Chrift, a faithful Servant will diligently ferve 
his Generation. “That Man alone will be pro- 


nounced and made bleffed, at the Appearance 
a of 
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of Chrift, who from, religious Principles. hath 
carefully confidered. the Duties of his Station, 
and honeftly difcharged them, and_ thereby 
endeavored. to pleafe Gad and benefit Society. 
If we are deftitute of a proper Regard to the 
Perfections and Government of God, our own 
Intereft-will always predominate; and influence 
our Conduct ; and we fhall not ferye our Gene- 
ration, any farther than-we can ferve ourfelves 
by-it, . But if the Fear.and Love of God pre- 
vailin our Hearts, they will make us good and 
faithful Servants in the whole Extent of our 
Duty-;-faithful. to God and our Redeemer 3 
faithful to our Neighbour and ourfelves, and 
faithful to the. Death. - » 2950 : 


Ch eae S ie Bt SEEN ade ee PRG We DS OS OFS 2 Ea She FIRS 
I. The Lord. Jefus Chritt will come and take 
‘an Account of his Servants— His Lord. 
- when he cometh,” — 
_ This Expreffion may refer either to Death or 
Judgment. Both uae Events are pointed out. 
by fuch Phrafes as thefe, the coming of the Son of. 
Man, the coming of Chrift, Fc. We are to.con-. 
tinue in Service in God’s Family below, but a. 
limited Time: And whenthis Time is expired, 
and .we-have accomplifhed as -an Hireling our 
Day, we are difmiffed; we muft render an. 
Account of our Conduét in order to receive our. 
Wages... “ The Lord cometh and reckoneth, 
with thofe Servants.” Mee ‘5 
. Some have a longer, and fome a fhorter: 
_ Day of Trial and Service. Our Lord cometh 
_ to one at the firft Watch, to another at the 
| Setend, to another at the Thiid. ~“Bat-no° 
3 ee Servant 
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Servant knows beforehand at what Hour his 
Lord will come. It concerns him, therefore, 
to be vigilant and attive, if he would be: found 
of him in Peace, and entitled to his Approba- 
tion. For after Death, there will beno re- 
trieving our Neglect, or making up loft 
Time, or appeafing our Matter with the Tears 
of Penitence. ‘* After Death is the Judgment.” 
Such as we are when our Lord cometh to dif- 
mifs us’ from Life and its Services, fuch fhall we: 
be when he cometh to'judge and reward: us. 


_ That.the great Obferver of Men will fome 
Time or other call us to account how we have 
conduéted ourfelves, while in his terreftrial 
Family, andhowwe have difcharged the Duties 
‘of our feveral Stations and Characters in Life, 
is evident: both: from Reafon and Scripture. 
Our very make and Conftitution, our Senti- 
ments and Feelings, fhew us to be accountable 
Creatures.’ Réafon and Confcience declare this 
with a Voice that may be heard, and an Energy 
thay may be felt by all. The Light of Nature 
teaches us that he who created the World and 
its Inhabitants, exercifes'a providential Govern- 
ment over them ; and that he who infpects and 
governs the World, and hath put fuch Powers, 
fuch Laws, and fuch Feelings into Men, will 
fome Time or other, bring them before him, 
and make ftri@ Enquiry how they have fpent 
their Lives, and improved their Capacities. 
And not to.call them to an Account after their 
‘Time was out, would ‘be hardly reconcileable 
with thofe Ideas which the Light of Nature 
teaches.us to form of the Juftice, Wifdom, and 
es Goodnefs 
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Goodnefs of the Supreme Being. “ The 
righteous Lord loveth Righteoufnefs and hateth 
Iniquity” in his Creatures as well as in himfelf x 
and confequently will approve and reward the 
one, and punifh the other. But it is evident to 
every one that is acquainted with the prefent 
State of Things, that there is no public, ftrik- 
ing Difference and Diftinction made between 
the Righteous and the Wicked, in this World. 
With regard to the Sufferings and Enjoyments 
of this Life, “as is the Good, fo is the Sinner.” 
Nay, fometimes the Wicked profper, while 
many are the Afflictions of the Righteous. 
Undoubtedly then, a Time is approaching, in 
which he who now fuperintends the World with 
an impartial Eye, will judge it in Righteoufnels, 
and fully vindicate the Equity of his moral 
Government, and demonftrate to all Beings 
his Love of Holinefs and his Abhorrence ot sin, 
by an open Diftribution of Rewards and Punifh- 
ments according to the wedl or i// deferving of 
moral Agents. But whatever Uncertainties 
attend this Point from the Light of Nature, the 
Light of Revelation affures us, that “ every 
one muft give Account of himfelf unto God.” 
The New-Teftament abounds with Decla- 
rations that our Lord and Mafter will call us to 
his Tribunal; that ‘ we fhall all ftand before 
the Judgment Seat of Chrift;” that when he 
cometh, “ his Reward is with him, to give to 
every Man according as his Work fhall be ;” 
that after the general Refurrection, “ the Dead 
fhall be judged out of thofe Things that are 
written in the Book” of God’s Remembrance ; 
and that ** the Wicked fhall go away into ever- 
Cc Jafting 
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lafting Punifhment, but the Righteous into 
Life-eternal.”* This brings me to the latt 
Obfervation, viz. 


IV. That thof Servants fhall be bleffed and 
happy who fhall be found diligently and 
faithfully employed when their Lord arrives. 


_ Bleffed is that Servant, whom his Lord 
when he cometh, fhall find fo doing ;” active in 
Duty, and vigilant in waiting for his Matter’s 
Arrival, . He that is “ fo doing” fhall be 
bleffed, let his Lord call for him at what Hour 
he will, And if he fhall come inthe fecond 
Watch, or come in the third Watch, and find 
_them fo, blefled are thofe Servants.” This 
Bleffednefs is made up of feveral Ingredients.— 
Such a diligent and faithful Servant fhall be 
bleffed with inward Peace and SatisfaCtion.— 
Nothing lays fo fure and folid a Foundation for 
‘Self-Approbation, and a joyful Hope of the 
Approbation of our Lord, as a Confcioufhefs of 
having, through Grace, been faithful to God 
and our Saviour, and faithful in the Difcharge 
of all relative Duties, from religious Principles. 
“© This,” fays St. Paul, “ is our Rejoicing, 
the Teftimony of our Confcience, that in Sim- 
psi and Godly Sincerity, not with fiefhly 

ifdom, but by the Grace of God, we have 

had our Converfation in the World.”+ And 

though by our Works we are not juftified before 

God, yet by thefe is our Faith made perfeé, 
; and 


* Rom. xiv. 10. Rey. xxii. 12. and xx. 12. Mat. 
xxv. 46,” : 
tegisor.. i. 12, 
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and proved to be genuine. And the greater our 
Ufetulnefs among Men, as well as the more per- 
fect our Obedience to the divine Will, the greater 
is our Conformity to our bleffed Mafter, and 
the greater will be our Intereft in his Love. 
And if we have that Faith in Godand Chrift, 
which worketh by Love, and influences to un- 
feigned Obedience, we fhall bejuftified from all 
Things, from which we could not be juftified 
by the Law of Mofes, or the Law of Nature. 
And being juftified by Faith, we fhall have 
Peace with God, through our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
Peace in our own Confciences, Joy in believing, 
and fhall rejoice in Hope of the Glory of God. 


Such diligent and faithful Servants have a 
ftable Foundation for Hope and Comfort. in 
Death. Being able to fay with Hezekiah of 
old, “© Remember now, O Lord, how I have 
walked before thee in Truth, and with a perfect 
Heart, and have done that which was good in 
thy Sight,”’* they may adopt the Words of the 
Apoltle Fohbn, ‘“ Now are we the Sons of God ; 
and” though ‘ it doth not yet appear what we 
fhall be, yet we know that when he fhall appear, 
we fhall belike him; for we fhall fee him as he 
is.” + Having “ fought the good Fight, finifhed 
their Courfe, and kept the Faith ;” having im- 
proved their Talents, been faithful in their 
Truits, and occupied till their Lord come, they 
feel themfelves ** now ready to be offered,” and 
to be able to “ give up their Accounts with 
Joy.’—Death fhall be fo far from feparating 
them from the Love of Chrift, that it fhall en- 
‘ tirely 


® 2. Kepgs, xx. 3, $2. John, ili. 2. 
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tirely free them from the Body of Sin, and 
ufher them, without Spot, into the Prefence of 
his Glory with exceeding Joy. Their Bodies 
fhall fleep in Jefus; and them fhall God bring 
with him when he cometh to Judgment.—And 
in that Day of Decifion, when fmall and great 
fhall ftand before God, their Righteoufhefs hall 
be brought forth as the Light and their Judg- 
ment as the Noon-day. Their Judge thall place 
them at his Right Hand, pronounce them 
bleffed, and welcome them into the Joy of their 
Lord. There are Pleafures without Allay, and 
Joys that never fade. There all Tears fhall be 
wiped away, and all their Wifhes and Defires 
compleatly fatisfied. There they fhall fee God : 
=—walk up and down in the Light of his Coun- 
tenance, and be tranfported with his Love to 
all Eternity. —“Bleffed,” indeed, “ is that 
Servant, whom his Lord when he cometh fhall 
find ‘fo doing.” “< Bleffed are the Dead, who 
die in the’ Lord, from henceforth: Yea, faith 
the Spirit, that they may reft from their Labours, 
and their Works do follow them.” “ Bleffed 
are they that do his Commandments, that they 
miay have Right to the Tree of Life, and may 
enter in through the Gates into the City.” “Be 
thou faithful unto Death, and I will give thee'a 
Crown of Life." 

' The Way being thus prepared, let us now 
attend to ‘a few practical Inferences and Reflec- 
tions, fuitable to the Subject and the prefent 
mournful Occafion. 

1. We 


* Rev. xiv. 13. xx. 14. and iicae. 


g 
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1. We learn from what we have heard, that 
a Life of Religion is a Life of Activity. It is 
the induftrious, faithful, vigilant, perfevering 
Servant, ‘that is commended: and rewarded ; 
the flothful, carelefs, unkind, and wicked. Ser-. 
vant, is condemned and punifhed. That Life 
which is° preparatory to, and will be crowned 
with, immortal Honor and Bleffednefs, is a Life 
of indefatigable Service ; a Life of fincere De- 
votion and Piety towards God, and Ufefulnefs 
among Men ;—a Life, in which all our Talents 
and Advantages are diligently improved ; and 
all_incumbent Duties, which we owe to our 
Maker, our Redeemer, our Neighbour, and our- 
felves, confcientioufly performed. This Confi-~ 
deration fhould roufe-us from ‘our Sloth, and 
ftimulate us to double our Diligence, to redeem 
the Time, to ftrain every Nerve in working the 
Works of him that fent us into'the World, and 
to look out, and prepare, for the coming of our 
Lord. 


_ 2. Our Subjeé& teaches us, that Chriftians are 
employed by a moft bountiful Mafter. The 
God whom they ferve, is the God of Grace, and 
the God of Salvation. He not only. endows 
them with various ‘Talents and Capacities— 
affigns them their proper Sphere of Bufinefs— 
and gives them neceflary Ordersand DireGtions ; 
but fupplies them at prefent with Spirit and 
Strength for their Work—{upports and gladdens 
them with innumerable intermingled Satis- 
factions—allures them along by holding up to 
their View the promifed glorious Reward;— 
and by giving them the moft undoubted Affu- 


rance, 


/ 
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rance, that their imperfect Services, if fincere 
and conftant, fhall not only be applauded by 
their Judge, in Prefence of the congregated 
World, but be rewarded with an Eternity of the 
moft refined and exalted Happinefs. 


Hence 3. The Confideration of the Bleffed- 
nefs of thofe, who-are the faithful Servants of 
God, fhould animate us to go through our 
Service with the greateft Refolution and Cheer- 
fulnefs, notwithftanding the Self-denials and 
Pains, or the Ingratitude and Reproach, that 
are often to be borne. The Service of God, 
indeed, is the greateft Freedom,—the Work of 
Religion a delightful Work,—the Ways of 
Wifdom are Ways of Pleafantnefs,—and, toa 
benevolent Mind, the promoting the Virtue and 
Happinefs of Mankind, an agreeable Employ- 
ment ; yet are there many Things to be met 
with in this Vale of Tears that are irkfome to 
Flefh and Blood, and hard to be endured, 
Sometimes our Stedfaftnefs in our Profeffion, 
and Adherence to our Lord and Matter, is put 
to a fevere Trial; and fometimes our Forti- 
tude and Patience, in going through difficult 
and hazardous Duties for the Benefit of others. 
*¢ But none of thefe Things fhould move us, 
neither fhould we account our Lives dear unto 
ourfelves, fo that we may finifh our Courfe with 
Joy.” Letus not fuffer ourfelves to be diverted, 
impeded or difheartened, in our Career of 
Service, with Refpeét to our Matter, or Fellow- 
Servants, by any Danger or Difficulty ; but 
Jook forward to the promifed Bleffednefs. 
*€ Behold I come quickly,” faith our Supreme 

Lord, 
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Lord, “ and my Reward is with me, to give 
every Man according as his Work fhall be.” 
“« Hold that faft which thou haft, that no Man 
take thy Crown.” “* He that endureth to the 
End, the fame fhall be faved.” 


4. What we have heard fhould turnour Eyes 
and our Thoughts inward upon ourfelves, to 
fee whether we are thefaithful, vigilant Servants 
of God our Saviour, and what Grounds we have 
to expect a Benediction when our Matter arrives. 
Have we fuch a Senfe of the Authority which 
God has over us, and his Right to our con- 
ftant and zealous Services, as conftrains us 
to devote ourfelves, our Time and Talents, to 
be employed for his Glory? Are we fincerely 
engaged in the Duties we owe to God, to Chrift, 
and to Mankind ? Do we “ give all Diligence, 
adding to our Faith, Virtue; and to Virtue, 
Knowledge; and to Knowledge, Temperance; 
and to Temperance, Patience; and to Patience, 
Godlinefs; and to Godlinefs, brotherly Kind- 
nefs; and to brotherly Kindnefs, Charity >” 
** Are we fo ftedfaft, unmoveable, always 
abounding inthe Work of the Lord?” Are 
we careful to leave Nothing undone, which is 
in the Power of our Hands to aoe in advancing 
the Honor and Intereft of our Mafter, and the 
Welfare of his Houfhold, and which we fhall 
wifh we had done, when our Lord cometh to 
reckon with his Servants ? Are we watchful for 
his coming, and concerned left he find us 
Sleeping, inftead of fo doing ? In fine, fhould he 
come this Night, could we rationally expect he 
would pronounce us bleffed ? 


5. Our 


€F et nes 
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§. Our Subject adminifters Confolation ta 
thofe Mourners, who have committed, or are 
committing to the Duft, their deareft and beft 
Friends, who have been the faithful Servants of 
God and their Generation. ‘ Bleffed is that 
Servant, whom is Lord when he cometh, fhall 
find fo doing.” Yea, we are affured, that the 
confcientious Servants of Chrift, fhall in no wife 
Jofe their Reward, let their Mafter come late 
or early.—We may be Lofers by the Departure 
of our virtuous Friends, but they themfelves 
areno Lofers.—A Family meets with an irre- 
parable Lofs, when the wife and pious Head of 
it, is removed by Death. . The Wife lofes her 
bofom Friend and Companion,—her Stay and 
Support,—the Heightner of her Comforts and 
Joys,—the Partner of her Cares and Sorrows, — 
and the Promoter of her fpiritual Intereft.— 
The Children lofe an Inftruétor and Guide of 
their Youth; one who naturally, and moft 
affectionately cared for their State, both in this 
World and another ;—their Example and Mo- 
nitor,—and one who daily commended them to 
God in his Prayers.—When a Church lofes one 
of its principal Members, who, by his exem- 
platy Behaviour, adorned and- recommended 

eligion, and by his wife Counfels greatly be- 
nefited the Church, what a Frown muft it be 
efteemed ?—When a Town is deprived by 
Death, of a Perfon, upon whofe Wifdom and 
Integrity it depended, to condué its moft im- 
gee Affairs, and fecure its effential Interefts, 

ow wide is the Breach !—And when the Pub- 

lic lofes a firm and fteady Patriot,—an able 

Statefman,—a wife Counfellor,—-and an upright 
Judge, 
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Judge, how extenfive, how widely felt, how 
deeply to be lamented the Lofs !—In all thefe 
Refpects, and under all thefe Views, is the Death 
of the honorable Judge FOSTE R to be con- 
fidered, whofe funeral Obfequies we are, now 
mournfully attending. All thefe, and many 
more Circumftances, ferve to aggravate the 
Lofs, and heighten the Grief of the widowed 
Partner, who before this happened, was ftag- 
gering under a Weight of Sorrow almoft infup- 
portable. * - 

We erieve with you, Madam, under 
this recent, this redoubled, this moft affecting 
Stroke !—While your Cheeks were yet wet with 
Tears for the Lofs of an amiable Daughter, the 
Fountains are again opened, and even exhautted, 
by the Death of a beloved Hufband.~—While 
your Heart was yet bleeding for your Child 
fnatched from your Arms, it is now even rent 
afunder for your Companion torn from your 
Bofom !—But though there are Circumitances 
attending your Cafe, peculiarly mournful; yet 
are there not Confiderations peculiarly con- 
foling ! The moral Endowments—the bene- 

volent 

* Mils Abigail Fofter, eldeft Daughter of Judge Fofer, 
died lefs than three Months before her Father, viz. 
on Fay 25th, in the 24th Year of her Age. She was a 
Lady of an excellent Mind and fuperior Accomplifhments ; 
an Ornament and Example to her Sex, in the Sweetnefs 
of her Temper, and the Circle of Graces and Virtues 
exhibited in her daily Pra€tice. So great was her Fami- 
liarity with Death, and Attemperednefs for: Heaven, 
that, when poffefled with a Perfuafion that fhe fhould not 
live long, even before ihe was attacked by the Diftemper 
of which the died, as wellas during the painful Progrefs 
of it, her Serenity, her Faith, her Fortitude, her Patience, 


continued unthaken ; and. the rejoiced in Hope of the 
Glory of Ged. 
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yolent Exertions—the Chriftian Graces, which 
rendered your Friends ufeful-and dear on Earth, 
attempered them for Heaven. The endearing 
Qualities of the Hufband—the Father—the 
Companion—the Friend—the Patriot—and the 
Chriftian, are ‘* acceptable to God,” as well as 
‘* approved of Men,” and will in no wife lofe 
their Reward. The ufeful Man—the faithful 
Servant of God and his Generation, fhall receive 
the felicitating Euge, and a Crown of Glory. 
While you mourn therefore, Madam, foryour-. 
felf,,.and your furviving Children, you will 
mourn with Moderation, becaufe ‘* not without 
Hope,” nor without an agreeable Mixture of 
fweetening Ingredients in your Cup of Affliction, 
bitter as it is. Youvare notonly bleffed with a 
happy Steadinefs and Prefence of Mind, fimilar 
to that of your deceafed Partner’s, as a Balance 
to the tender Paffions, but, we truft alfo, with 
the Supports of Religion, the Smiles of God’s 
Countenance, and the Confolations of the 
Spirit, which are neither few nor {mall. Our 
Heart’s Defire and Prayer to God is, that thefe 
Comforts may continue and abound; and that 
the fpecial Promifes that are made to the 
Widow and the Fatherlefs, may be made good 
to you and to your Children.——For the 
bereaved Sons we cannot wifh a greater Bleffing, 
than that they may continue to be “ Plants of 
Renown ;”—may emulate, more and more, the 
Charaéter of their worthy Father ;—may be 
equally ufeful—equally efteemed—and equally 
rewarded :—That, under the Influence of Reli- 
gion, and the Stimulus of Benevolence, they 
may go on in a Courfe of active Services, to a 
much 
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much later Period than their lamented Parent ; 
and then, depart in Peace, as he did, with the 
Applaufes of Confcience—the Applaufes of 
‘their Country~and meet with the Applaufes 
of the Supreme Judge.——And with regard to 
the only furviving Daughter, we wifh fhe may 
‘be continued ‘a Comfort to her mourning 
Parent, and an Ornament to her Sex :—That 
fhe may fhine in the united Accomplifhments 
and Virtues of her departed Sifter, and honored 
Mother ;—that being convinced that ‘‘ all Flefh 
is Grafs, and the Glory of Men as the Flower 
of the Field ;” that as ‘‘ the Grafs withereth, 
and the Flower fadeth,” fo human Flowers, 
however beautiful and fragrant, may wither and 
drop before it is Noon ;—that being mindful 
of this, fhe may cultivate thofe Graces and 
Habits of Goodnefs, that Familiarity -with 
Death and the World of Spirits, and that Ac~- 
quaintance with God and divine Things, which 
will render her alfo elevated in her Hopes and 
Converfation—fearlefs of dying—and fitted for 
a blifsful Eternity. 


As to this Parifh—this Town—and the 
Public, how fhall I defcribe their Lofs in the 
Death of Judge FOSTER, or fuggeft Con- 
folation under it !—How fpeak of it, but to 
refolve it into the Will of God, who knows what 
is be{t—in whom we may confide that he will 
take Care of his own Caufe in the World, 
though the Inftruments of its Support are taken 
away—and who requires our dutiful Submiffion 
to his fovereign Will, even in thofe Difpen- 
fations which are dark and myfterious !— The 

Suprenie 
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Supreme ‘Wifdom Jaw this fit ; and the Supreme 
Wifdom cannot err !”— Be fill,” fays the 
Almighty Ruler, ‘“ and know that I am God.” ~ 


I feel myfelf unequal to the Tafk of charac- 
terizing this great and ufeful Man, according 
to hisacknowledged Merit : But cannot forbear 
reflecting with Efteem and Satisfaction upon 
what he was ;—and, with the deepeft Regret 
that he zs xo more. Like the Servant who 
received ‘ five Talents” from his Lord, he 
improved them all to the Honor of the Donor, 
and the Benefit of his Fellow-Creatures. So great 
were his Abilities both natural and acquired— 
fo extenfive his Acquaintance with Men and 
Things—fo found his Judgment—fo good his 
Heart—fo upright his Intentions—fo {trong his 
Attachment to the Rights and Liberties of his 
Country and of Mankind—and fo active and zea- 
lous in defending and fecuring them, that few have 
been more employed, more confided in, or done 
more good. Somuch Dependence was had upon 
his Judgment and Integrity, by this and the neigh- 
bouring Towns, to advife, direct and tranfaét, 
that we are now ready to look round in Defpair, 
and fay, where fhall we hence forward find one to 
manage our important Concerns—to counfel us 
in our Perplexities—to encourage our Hearts 
with the Profpect of Succefs and Profperity 
when adverfe Occurences threaten Ruin to our 
LLand—to. prevent or cure, by his pacific Dif 
pofition, his mild and judicious Addrefs, un- 
happy Diffentions—in fhort, to be as the Soul 
and Underftanding, to give our political Affairs 
asight Motion and Direction ?—So great was 

our 


the Hon, Fudge FOSTER. 2g 


our Confidence in his Wifdom and Upright- 
nefs, that in his Hands we thought our civil 
Concerns and thofe of the Public, not only fafe, 
but improving.—The Fidelity and Honor with 
which he ferved his Country in the various im~- 
portant Offices he filled, asa Member of the 
General Affembly, in which he fat for a long 
Succeffion of Years—as a Counfellor—as 2 
Judge of the Courts, Inferior, Superior and 
Probate—as one of the Committee of Con- 
vention for conftructing a Form of Government 
for this State, are univerfally acknowledged. 
This laft Truft indeed, he lived not to execute; 
a fatal Difeafe depriving the Public of his fur- 
ther Aififtance, and himielf of the Happinefs of 
feeing a wife Model of Government eftablithed, 
and the Freedom and Independence of his 
Country fecured.—It was his Study to be u/eful, 
and his fixt Opinion, that no Man fhould defire 
to live longer than he could be fo. But he was 
fummoned inthe Midft of his Ufefulnefs—in the 
Midft of his active Services for the public Good, 
and when his Friends and his Country could but 
ill fpare him. ‘* His Lord whenhe came, found 
him /o doing.” But I muft leave it 
to abler Pens, to give a more full, and adequate 
Charaéter of the Man, who when living, was 
fo juftly and -univerfally efteemed, and bein 

now dead, is fo juftly and univerfally lamented : 
And only add, That fo great a Frown of Provi- 
dence, as the Death of fuch a Perfon muft be, ~ 
upon this Town and Country, calls for our 
Humility and Lamentation ; and forourearneft 
Application to the great Repairer of Breaches, 
and who hath the Refidue of the Spirit, that he 

would 
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would fanctify this Lofs to us and to the Public, 
as well as to the bereaved Family ; and thathe 
would raife up and qualify others to ftand in the 
Gap, and do worthily for God and for their 
Generation. 


To coneLupg, 


Let us all, both old and young, high and low, 
rich and poor, be folicitous to. know what the 
Lord would have us to do, and do it with our 
Might. We know not how fhort our Time is, 
nor how near our Matter. Inftead therefore of 
faying, “my Lord delayeth his coming,” and 
fo venturing upon criminal Indulgences, or any 
injurious Treatment of our Fellow-Servants, 
or finking into Sloth and Idlenefs, let us give 
all Diligence to. make our Calling and Election 
fure, that we may be found of our Judge in 
Peace. We fee one and another of our Neigh- 
bours and Acquaintance, fome of the higher as 
well as lower Servants in God’s F amily, called 
to give up their Account :. “ We fee that wife 
Men die, as well as the Fool and Brutith.” 
Our Turn will foon come ; and as we know 
not how foon, we muft ‘ take heed, watch and 
pray.” Let us not therefore, ‘* be flothful, but 
Followers of thofe, who through Faith and 
Patience inherit the Promifes. Let our Loins 
be girded about, and our Lamps burning, and 
we ourfelves like unto Men who wait for their 
Lord. ‘* Bleffed is that Servant, whom his Lord 
when he cometh fhall.find fo doing,” 
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Exrracrs from the public, Papers, 
printed at Bofton. | 


From the InpepenDENT CHRONICLE, publifhed 
at Bofton, Offober 28, 1779. Be 


IED at Brookfield, on the 17th Inftant, the 

Honorable ,EDEDIAH FOSTER, 
Ffq; one of the Juftices of the Superior Court 
of this State, in the 53d Yearof his Age. He 
in his Youth, after having received an Edu- 
cation at Harvard College, was called into 
public Life. He fuftained military Offices from 
a Captain up toa Colonelof a Regiment. He 
ferved his Country with Approbation. in the 
Offices of a Juftice of the Peace, Judge of 
Probate, Juftice of the Inferior and Superior 
Courts. For many Years he reprefented the 
‘Lown of Brookfield at the General Court, which 
now, in an efpecial Manner, feels his. Lofs. 
While in Council, he attracted a Veneration 
due to that Office when held with fingular 
Ability, and a ftri€& Regard to the Rights and 
Happinefs of the People. He was early in 
the true Politics of his Country; and his Attach- 
ment to her Intereft and Freedom was exceeded 


by none. He was zealous, firm, and indefa- 
tigable, 
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tigable, in his Oppofition to. the defpotic 


Meafures of Britain againft the American States ; 
and fo great was his Intrepidity, that he never 
-was once heard to exprefs a Doubtof the Succefs 
of their Caufe. Itis but Juft, further to men- 


tion his ftriét Regard to Morals, as founded.on. 


the Syftem of the Chriftian Religion, of which 
he was an early and exemplary Profeffor. Itis 
difficult to determine, whether his amiable and 
forrowful Confort and bereaved Children, or 
the Government, to which his Services were fo 
‘ntirely devoted, moft feel the Lofs. 


From the Boston Gazette, of November 9, 
1779. 


Bofton, Ofober 31, 1779. 


: N Sunday the 17th of O&ober Inftant, at 
O Half after one o’Clock, departed this 
Life, at his Houfe in Brookfeld, the Honorable 
FEDEDIAH FOSTER, Efg; Member of 
the General Affembly for that Town, and a 
Juftice of the Superior Court throughout this 
State. On Tuefday following his Remains 
were refpectfully interred, having been _pre- 
vioufly conveyed to the Rev. Mr. Wara’s Meet- 
ing-Houfe, where a Sermon fuitable to the 
Occafion was delivered to a large Concourfe of 
People, by the Rev. Mr. Nathan Fifk, from 
this Text, Luke xii. 43, Bleffed is that Ser- 
vant whem bis Lord when ke cometh foall find fo 
doing 88 os, 3 

aie As 
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As a very confiderable Part of Judge Fofer's 
Life was {pent in the Service of the Public, 
and. was a continual Exhibition of thofe Virtues 
which render their Poffeffors the Light and the 
Ornament of their Generation, perhaps a fhort 
Sketch of his Life and Character may not be 
unacceptable to his. grateful Country., 


"He was born at Andover, on Merimack River, 
Ofober 10, 1726, defcended from an antient and 
reputable Family (Recivatp Foster’s *) who 
came from England A. D. 1636, on Account 
of the Troubles in the Reign of Charles I. His 
Friends gave him a liberal Education, which he 
duly improved at Harvard College, where he 
commenced Batchelor in the Arts, A. -D. 
1744,.in the 18th Year of his Age, and had 
regularly. conferred on him the other Honors of 
the College. 


Not long after he left College he fettled at 
Brookfield, and married the fecond Daughter of 
the Honorable Brigadier-General Josep 
Dwicnt, Efq; of that Place. Here obtaining 

a 


~* This Gentleman Racinatp Foster was born in 
the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, at Exeter, in England, the 
latter End of the Fifteenth Century, and. was defcended 
of the fame Family with Sir Recrnaup Foster, who 
was» made a Baronet of England ‘July 21ft, A. D. 1661, 
‘mentioned in the 30th Edition of Chamberlapue’s Prefent 
State of Great-Britain, and in the Heraldry Books of the 
Englifh ————ee-—He brought with him to America his 
Wife, with five Sons and two Daughters, with whom he 
fettled at Jp/wich, Eaftward of Bo/fon.—All his Children, 
a6 well as himfelf, lived to old Age.—All married and 
had large Families, from whom have rifen a numerous 
Progeny, now fettled in different Parts of the United 
States of Americg. 
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he was foon intrufted with the moft! spore : 
Offices in the°’Fowh, and Had the ‘principal _ 


Direction of ‘their Affairs: until the Year 1760, 
when lie was elected their Reprefentative i in the 
Genéral ‘Affembly, of which he was’ uninter- 
ruptedly a Meiiber for Fifteen Years. During 
this Period, while the political Storm was ga- 
thering, which hds fince overwhelmed Europe 
dnd Aneriva ‘with War and Bloodfhéed, he ma- 
nifefted on all Occalions a uniform and fixed 
AtrachieAt for the te and Liberties a8 his 
Country, = ‘2 


° THe: ‘pale Offices ‘ie = futtaived Gh hid 
State! “are” ‘an inconteltable Proof of the’ aa 
Fftimatién he was held in by his Countty:’ n 
the Adminiftration Of" Governor Shirley; “he* te- 
ceived a Commifiion in the Year 1743 eohfti- 
tuting, him a,Juftice..of the Peace and, of..the 

Juctum for the County of Worcefter, in which 
' Offices: enlarge ed afterwards to extend reat 
go the State, he’ continued | during Life. 


Tn az laft Sei: when a Jefetal Mase fon 
_” ptevailedsthat-the: Enemy. intended aff Invafron 

of the-Courtry by Way of Crown-Point and 
Lake- Champlain,’ he received _another’ Com- 
mifiion from Governor Shirley, dated September 
20,17 56, appointing him a Major of tl he Forces 
raifed on that Emergency, under the Command 
of Major-General Winflow. Pn ee 


Of a. Genius.and Temper of Mind Ae 
for political Life, he ‘was, by the unfolicited 
Suffrageés of a free People, at the Election ik 

May 
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May» 1774; chofenaMember of the Gévernor’s 
Council.—But as he had been. one of the mes 
morable Ninery-Two, fo greatly celebrated, 
Who refufed to re/eind the Vote: for the circular - 
Letter, and had always in the General-Affembly, 
and their Committees, of which he was often 4 
Member, oppofed ‘the Meafures of Bernardand 
Hutchinfin for abridging the Liberties of the 
Country, General Gage, who was: that Year 
Governor, ‘did him the Honor to negative the 
Choice. ae gt ; 


The General Affembly being diffolved,. in 
Confequence of the. Difputes with Britain, he 
then appeared an active Member of the feveral 
Provincial Congréfies, and at the very Time 
when Hoftilities commenced, was one ofa 
Committee then attending the General A ffembly 
Of Conneticut, to Solicit their Affiftance in wale 
fuch an Event fhould take Place; and was the 
following Summer upon another important 

Committee at Ticonderoga. eee. 


Fully perfuaded.of the Juftice of the Ameri 
ean Caufe, he embarked and perfevered in it to 
the laft with a Roman. Intiepidity, always ex- 
prefling the fulleft: Affurance that ..dmerica 
would finally be crowned with glorious Succefs, 
Ready in the moft difficult Times to ferve his 
Country, he was. chosen by the People, and 
acted-for fome Time, as a Colonel. of a Regis 
ment.at the Commencement of of hiaes be- 
fore a regular Government was eftablifhed, In 
the moit gloomy Periods, when Howe. tric 
umphed in the Ferfes; and Burgoyne galconaded 

ia 
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in the North, he was never heard to drop a 
defponding Syllable. a 


_ At the Firft General Affembly after the War 
commenced, held in uly 1775, he was elected 
and appointed a Member of the Supreme Coun- 
cil, and ferved as fuch during that memorabis 
Year. Being appointed Judge of Probate of 
Wills, &c. for the County of Worcefer, and 
the next May commiffioned.as.a Juftice of the 
honorable Superior Court, he refigned his Seas 
at the Council Board at the next Eleétion. 


Solicited by the People of Brookfield to ferve 
as their Delegate in the Grand Convention, 
held at Cambridge the Beginning of laft Month, 
~ for the fole Purpofe of forming aConftitution or 
Mode of Government, he attended that highly 
important Bufinefs, and was there appointed a 
Member of the Committee felected for drafting 
a Conftitution or Form of Government, to be 
reported to the Convention on the 28th Inftant, 
His unremitted Affiduity in this arduous Tafk, 
added to a Debility of Body, occafioned by a 
conftant Application to public Bufine&S, ferved 
to impair and deftroy his Health, and produced 
a Fever ‘of the bilious or putrid Kind, which 
put a Period ‘to-his valuable Life, juft at the 
Clofe of the ‘53d Year of his Age. 


Judge Fofer was greatly confided in by this 
State.—His Integrity of Condu&—his exten- 
five Benevolence—his Zeal for the public Good 
—his Impartiality in the Seat of Juftice—hig 
. Fortitude’ in thé Hour of Adverfity, and hig 

sas ae Perfeyerance 


Perfeverance uae eeicrd Prattice f the Vir- 
tues of public and private Life, eftablifhed his 
Character as a firm and fteady Patriot, a judi- 
cious and able Statefman, an uprigl t and im- 
pars) Jud BO and as a worthy and refpectable 
Meatber of Society. But we muft leave it to 


the Pages of Hiftory to exhibit thofe Actions 
which will further illuftrate his Character, and 
fhew the Propriety of the general amen- 
tation for the Lofs fuftained by the Public, as 
‘well as his Family aoe particular Friends, in 
his Death. 


